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A 

FUNERAL  SERMON, 


1  COR.  vii.  29,  30,  31. 

But  this  I  say,  brethren,  the  time  is  short.  It  remaineth 
that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though  they  had  none: 

And  they  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not,  and  they  that 
rejoice  as  though  they  rejoiced  not :  and  they  that  buy,  as 
though  they  possessed  not : 

And  they  that  use  this  world  as  not  abusing  it :  for  the 
fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away. 

MAN  is  an  active  and  social  creature,  but  he 
has  no  permanent  residence  on  this  side  the  grave. 
The  time  that  he  is  to  tarry  in  this  world,  and  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  is  to  exist,  though 
perfectly  known  to  the  Divine  Being,  are  unknown 
to  him.  He  knows  that  his  bounds  are  set,  that 
they  cannot  be  passed,  and  that  trouble  is  the  com- 
mon lot  of  all :  "  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of 
few  days  and  full  of  trouble.  He  cometh  forth  like 
a  flower  and  is  cut  down :  he  fleeth  as  a  shadow  and 
continueth  not." 

Though  trouble,  in  this  world,  is  the  lot  of  all  men, 
there  are  many  things  to  alleviate  human  sorrow, 
and  to  render  life  in  a  good  degree  agreeable.  The 
scene  is  exceedingly  variegated.  Pleasures  and  pains, 
alternatelv,  succeed  each  other.      Sometimes  men 


4 

have  a  flood  of  prosperity,  at  others  the  proud  waves 
of  divine  wrath  break  over  them.  We,  sometimes, 
hear  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the 
bride,  at  others,  we  see  mourners  going  about  the 
streets.  We  hear  them  groaning,  not  only,  under 
the  loss  of  near  and  dear  friends,  but  other  unnum- 
bered woes ;  each  one  adopting  the  words  of  Job  : 
"  My  harp  is  also  turned  into  mourning  and  my  or- 
gan into  the  voice  of  them  that  weep." 

When  Paul  wrote  his  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
he  saw,  that  by  reason  of  cruel  persecutions,  the 
friends  of  Christ  would  be  called  to  great  sorrow. 
With  a  view  to  that  period  of  suffering,  though  it 
was  lawful  for  people  to  marry,  he  thought  it  best, 
for  the  Corinthian  Christians  to  remain,  as  he  was,  in 
a  single  state.  He  endeavoured,  therefore,  to  turn 
their  attention,  particularly,  to  the  great  concerns  of 
religion— to  the  vast  importance  of  making  a  wise 
improvement  of  this  world,  and  of  preparing  for  the 
other. — But  this  I  say,  the  time  is  short. 

The  original  word  translated  short,  signifies  furl- 
ed. It  is  a  word  used  by  sea- faring  men,  with  re- 
spect to  the  sails  of  vessels,  when  brought  into  a 
narrow  compass. 

What  the  apostle  had  particularly  in  view,  when 
he  said  the  tune  is  short,  and  gave  the  exhortations, 
that  follow  in  our  text,  is  not  certain.  He  might  say 
so,  with  respect  to  the  rest  the  Church  then  enjoyed, 
and  with  respect  to  those  cruel  persecutions,  that  he 
knew,  were  soon  to  follow.  The  heathen  persecu- 
tions began  under  Nero,  A.  D.  64 — Paul  himself  was 


beheaded,  by   order  of  that  Emperor,    two  years 
after. 

He  might  likewise  say  the  time  is  short,  with  re- 
spect to  the  probationary  state,  the  duration  of  the 
material  world,  in  its  present  form,  before  "the  ele- 
ments shall  melt  -with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  also, 
and  the  works  that  are  therein  shall  be  burned  up," 
and  Jesus,  the  son  of  the  living  God,  come  to  judge 
and  remunerate  the  children  of  men.  From  the  te- 
nor of  the  exhortations,  which  follow,  these,  no 
glou-bt,  were  primary  objects  in  the  apostle's  view — 
it  remaineth  that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as 
though  they  had  none,  &c. 

Though  the  apostle  might  see  greater  troubles 
coming  upon  the  Church,  when  he  made  the  decla- 
ration in  our  text,  than  now  attend  the  professing 
people  of  God,  the  declaration,  the  time  is  short,  and 
his  exhortations  with  respect  to  the  improvement  of 
the  things  of  this  world,  are,  nevertheless,  of  vast  im- 
portance. 

I  will  therefore  make  a  few  observations,  upon 
the  shortness  of  time — 

And  then,  consider  the  improvement  we  ought 
to  make  of  it. 

With  respect  to  the  word  short,  all  are  sensible, 
that  it  is  a  comparative  word.  In  order  to  obtain 
definite  ideas  of  it,  as  it  is  used  in  our  text,  we 
must  consider  with  what  time  may  be  viewed  as 
compared. 

It  may,  with  great  propriety,  be  compared  with 
the  business,  men  have  to  transact  during  their  pro- 


bationary  state.     Compared  with  this>  time  is  em- 
phatically short ! 

Time  is  short,  or  long,  in  proportion  to  the  mag- 
nitude, or  the  smallness  of  the  business,  to  be  trans- 
acted in  any  given  portion  of  it.  A  day  would  be  a 
long  time  for  a  man  to  travel  a  mile,  but  a  short  one 
to  travel  an  hundred — a  short  time  to  enjoy  the  so- 
ciety of  a  dear  friend,  but  a  long  one  to  endure  ex- 
cruciating pains. 

The  time  allotted  to  man,  as  a  probationary  state, 
is  short,  as  the  business  he  has  to  perform  is  of 
the  greatest  importance.  He  has  to  make  his  peace 
with  the  offended  Majesty  of  Heaven,  and  to  pre- 
pare  for  a  vast,  never-ending  eternity. 

Man  by  nature,  is  in  rebellion  against  his  maker : 
"  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God:  for  it  is 
not  subject  to  his  law,  neither  indeed  can  be."  He 
is  under  the  curse  of  the  divine  law :  "  Cursed  is 
every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  He  is 
exposed  to  lie  down  in  everlasting  sorrow,  and  total- 
ly unable  to  appease  the  divine  anger ;  "  for  thev 
that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God."  But  not- 
withstanding this  helpless,  criminal,  and  dangerous 
state,  there  is  a  way  of  recovery  devised,  in  the  infi- 
nite wisdom  and  grace  of  God,  through  the  great 
Redeemer. 

In  consequence  of  the  wonderful  provision  made 
for  the  recovery  of  fallen  man,  God  has  allowed  him 
a  probationary  state — time  to  repent  of  his  awful 
wickedness,   to  embrace  the  anointed   Saviour,   to 


work  out  his  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  to  be 
useful  on  earth,  and  to  prepare  for  all  the  services 
and  enjoyments  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

Time  may  further  be  compared  with  eternity. 

Thus  compared,  it  is  short,  beyond  all  description. 
Time  hath  an  end.  Days,  months,  and  years,  all 
have  an  end.  Those  persons  who  have  lived  the 
longest  in  this  world,  have  found  an  end ;  but  those 
who  have  departed  from  this  world,  and  have  been 
the  longest  in  eternity,  have  found  no  end.  They 
are  no  nearer  an  end,  than  they  were  the  first  mo- 
ment they  entered  upon  the  world  of  spirits.  Ex- 
istence, with  them,  continually  rolls  on,  but  never 
advances  any  nearer  an  end.  The  longest  existence 
in  this  world,  when  compared  with  eternity,  sinks 
as  into  a  point.  ' 

Persons  blooming  with  youth  often  look  at  old 
age,  as  at  a  vast  distance.  They  are  ready  to  ima- 
gine that  the  period  Methuselah  lived  is  next  to  an 
eternity.  But  were  it  possible,  that  this  whole  globe, 
upon  which  we  live,  could  be  converted  into  sand, 
and  be  put  into  a  glass,  resembling  the  hour  glass,  and 
to  pass  through  an  aperture  so  small,  that  but  one 
grain  of  sand  could  pass  at  a  time,  and  there  should 
be  as  great  a  space,  between  each  sand,  as  Methuse- 
lah lived,  eternity  would  be  no  nearer  an  end,  when 
the  last  sand  should  fall,  than  the  first.  Eternity, 
eternity,  amazing  thought !  Time  compared  with 
thee,  is  lost !  It  sinks,  as  into  nothing  and  is  forgot- 
ten ! 

Lest  those  persons,  who  are  governed  by  their  feel- 


ings,  rather  than  by  reflection,  should  think  the  pre- 
ceding observations,  upon  the  shortness  of  time,  are 
the  mere  flights  of  imagination,  we  will  turn  our  at- 
tention  for  a  moment  to  the  scripture  representation, 
of  the  shortness  and  swiftness  of  time. 

"  Man  cometh  forth  like  a  flower  and  is  cut  down : 
he  fleeth  also  as  a  shadow  and  continue th  not.  The 
voice  said,  cry.  And  I  said,  what  shall  I  cry?  All 
flesh  is  grass,  and  all  the  goodliness  thereof  as  the 
flower  of  the  field.  The  grass  withereth,  the  flower 
fadeth;  because  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon 
it :  surely  the  people  is  grass.  My  days  are  like  a 
shadow  that  decline  th — I  am  gone  like  the  shadow 
when  it  declineth — Man  is  vanity,  his  days  are  as  a 
shadow — His  vain  life  which  he  spendeth  as  a  sha- 
dow— My  days  are  swifter  than  a  weaver's  shuttle— 
Oh,  remember  my  life  it  is  wind.  My  days  are  swift- 
er than  a  post,  they  flee  away,  they  see  no  good. 
They  are  passed  away  as  the  swift  ships  ;  as  the  ea- 
gle that  hasteth  to  the  prey.  For  what  is  your  life  ? 
it  is  even  as  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time 
and  then  vanisheth  away."  Could  language  have 
been  chosen,  which  could  have  represented  life,  as 
short  in  a  more  striking  manner,  than  that  used  in 
the  foregoing  passages  ? 

How  soon  does  the  flower  fade  ?  How  soon  the 
shadow  decline  ?  The  shuttle  pass  ?  The  swift  ship 
sail  over  the  mighty  deep  ?  or  the  eagle  hasten  to  her 
prey  ?  What  is  more  unstable  than  the  zvind?  or  less 
to  be  depended  upon,  than  a  vapour  that  appeareth 
for  a  moment  and  then  vanisheth  away  ? 


The  history  of  ages,  and  our  own  observations, 
tend  to  convince  us  of  the  truth  of  the  scripture  rep- 
resentation, respecting  the  shortness  of  life.  Oar 
fathers,  where  are  they,  and  the  prophets,  do  they  live 
forever? 

Past  generations  are  gone.  The  present  is  rap- 
idly passing.  Men  have  no  continuing  city  here. 
Some  tarry  longer  than  others ;  but  all  have  their 
bounds  set  which  cannot  be  passed. 

The  antediluvians  lived  much  longer  than  per- 
sons have  done  since  the  flood.  Man's  life  now 
stands  abridged,  to  three  score  years  and  ten. — 
Some,  by  reason  of  strength,  reach  four  score,  and  a 
very  few  go  beyond.  But  we  shall  find,  upon  the 
most  accurate  examination  of  bills  of  mortality,  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  those  who  have  died,  have 
fallen  in  the  early  part  of  life.  Vast  numbers  no 
sooner  open  their  eyes  upon  this  world,  than  they 
close  them,  and  enter  upon  that  from  which  there 
is  no  return. 

If  the  foregoing  observations  should  be  insuffi- 
cient to  convince  any  one  of  the  shortness  of  time, 
it  may  justly  be  observed,  that  experience  will  soon, 
very  soon,  convince  all.  We  will  therefore  proceed 
to  consider  the  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  it. 

Time  ought  to  be  improved  in  the  best  manner ; 
in  that  way,  which  will  tend  the  most  to  render  us 
useful  whilst  living,  and  happy  when  dying — to  se- 
cure to  us  a  blessed  immortality,  and  to  advance  in 
the  highest  manner  the  divine  glory. 

If  time  is  short,  not  a  moment  should  be  lost.- 
2 
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The  whole  should  be  spent  with  a  wise  reference  to 
our  removal  out  of  life,  and  entering  on  a  boundless 
eternity. — It  should  be  spent  in  obtaining  right 
knowledge  of  God,  of  ourselves,  and  the  beings 
with  whom  we  are  connected — of  the  world  where 
we  are,  and  the  one  to  which  we  are  hastening — - 
spent  in  cultivating  a  holy  temper — forming  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour 
of  sinners — in  taking  the  affections  off  from  created 
enjoyments,  and  placing  them  upon  things  unseen 
and  eternal. 

The  words  of  the  apostle  in  our  text  are  well  cal- 
culated to  assist  us  in  our  enquiry,  respecting  the 
improvement  of  time. 

The  apostle  saith,  "  It  remaineth  that  both  they 
that  have  wives  be  as  though  they  had  none."  He 
did  not  mean,  that  those  who  have  wives  should 
neglect  them,  and  pay  no  attention  to  providing  for 
them,  to  render  them  comfortable  and  happy  :  but 
that  they  should  view  them,  as  uncertain  enjoyments, 
guard  against  an  inordinate  attachment  to  them,  and 
attend  as  carefully  to  spiritual  and  eternal  objects 
as  though  they  had  no  wives.  He  well  knew  that  it 
was  natural  for  a  man,  who  was  married,  "  to  care 
for  the  things  that  are  of  the  world,  how  he  may 
please  his  wife ;"  this  led  him  to  say  in  our  context, 
"  it  is  good  for  the  unmarried  to  abide  even  as  I." 
The  reason  was,  "  he  that  is  unmarried  careth  for 
the  things  which  belong  to  the  Lord,  how  he  may 
please  the  Lord."  The  apostle  wished  to  have  Chris- 
tians without  carefulness.     His  design,  in  our  text, 


11 

was  to  persuade  those  who  were  married,  to  make 
religion  the  great  and  governing  object,  in  all  their 
conduct,  to  keep  the  interesting  things  of  eternity  as 
really  in  view,  as  if  they  had  no  wives. 

In  the  next  place  the  apostle  observes,  "  and  they 
that  weep  as  though  they  wept  not." 

It  was  not  his  meaning,  that  those  persons  who 
were  under  the  special  frowns  of  heaven  ;  who  were 
experiencing  the  loss  of  property,  reputation,  or 
near  and  dear  friends,  should  become  mere  Stoics, 
and  appear,  as  though  nothing  painful  had  taken 
place.  But  his  meaning  was,  that  they  should  not, 
in  the  time  of  sore  afflictions,  give  way  to  inordinate 
grief  and  become  unfitted  for  the  duties  and  ser- 
vices of  religion,  but  that  they  should  be  as  meek, 
patient,  prayerful,  zealous,  and  heavenly-minded,  as 
though  they  did  not  mourn. — In  all  their  bereave- 
ments, he  knew  the  time  was  short,  and  felt  an  ardent 
desire,  that  his  dear  Christian  friends  at  Corinth,  who 
mourned,  should  be  as  though  they  mourned  not. 

The  apostle  proceeds  and  observes,  "  and  they 
that  rejoice,  as  though  they  rejoiced  not."  He  sure- 
ly did  not  mean  by  these  words,  that  those  who  were 
favoured  with  the  smiles  of  heaven,  should  be  in- 
sensible of  their  blessings,  or  that  they,  literally  > 
should  appear  like  those  under  the  tokens  of  the  divine 
displeasure.  But  he  meant  to  guard  them  against 
being  unreasonably  elated  in  prosperity,  so  as  to  for- 
get die  great  and  important  duties  of  religion. 

The  apostle  would  have  those  who  rejoiced,  re- 
alize the  instability  of  every  thing  earthly— that  the 
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tairest  flower  might  soon  fade — the  fullest  stream 
dry,  and  time  in  a  moment  be  lost  in  eternity.  He 
would  have  them  be  like  travellers  turned  into  a  com- 
modious inn  for  a  night,  mindful  that  the  time  for 
their  departure  would  soon  come.  He  wished  to 
have  the  saints,  as  careful  for  their  souls,  the  inter- 
est of  Christ,  and  the  glory  of  God,  as  though  they 
did  not  rejoice. 

The  apostle  adds,  "  and  they  that  buy,  as  though 
they  possessed  not."  He  does  not  mean,  that  those 
who  are  honestly  possessed  of  property  should  be- 
stow it  all  in  deeds  of  charity,  or  that  they  should 
affect  to  be  poor,  whilst  full  of  the  bounties  of  di- 
vine providence  ;  but  to  realize,  that  riches  satisfy 
not,  and  that  they  are  entirely  uncertain—  that  they 
take  to  themselves  wings  and  fly  away  as  an  eagle  to- 
xvard  heaven,  and  that  they  were  never  to  be  trusted 
—thai  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who  abound  in  the  good 
things  of  this  wTorld,  to  be  rich  in  faith  and  good 
works,  to  be  as  really  engaged  to  advance  the  inter- 
est of  the  Redeemer,  and  as  ready  to  meet  him,  as 
though  they  possessed  not. 

The  apostle  closes  his  exhortation  in  these  words, 
vC  and  they  that  use  the  world  as  not  abusing  it ;  for 
the  fashion  of  the  world  passeth  away."  He  well 
knew  that  "  all  the  creatures  of  God  are  good,  and  to 
be  received  with  thanksgiving,"  notwithstanding  the 
world  is  mutable.  He  meant  only  to  prohibit  the 
abuse  of  them. 

Those  persons,  who  use  the  world  to  gratify  pride, 
promote  luxury,  or  in  any  way   to  promote  private 
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happiness,  at  the  expense  of  the  public,  abuse 
the  world.  Christians  should  use  it  in  a  rational 
manner,  to  the  glory  of  the  giver — to  promote  public 
happiness — the  interest  of  the  Redeemer — and  as  oc- 
casion may  require,  to  relieve  the  orphan,  and  to 
cause  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy. 

The  apostle  would  have  Christians  both  enjoy 
and  do  good  with  the  world,  whilst  they  possess  it, 
for  the  time  is  short— and  the  fashion  of  the  world 
passeth  away.  The  curtains  of  life  will  soon  drop, 
and  the  eternal  world  with  all  its  interesting  conse- 
quences open  to  view. 

The  subject  will  be  closed  with  reflections  suita- 
ble to  the  present  solemn  occasion. 

If  time  is  shorty  we  may  infer  the  amazing  stupid- 
ity of  those  persons,  upon  whose  hands  it  hangs 
heavily  ;  who  are  anxious  to  have  their  moments 
pass  away  ;  who,  regardless  of  God,  religion,  and 
the  world  to  come,  think  of  nothing  but  a  round  of 
sensual  pleasure,  vainly  imagining  time  will  never 
end.  Such  are  in  the  utmost  danger  of  being  taken 
by  surprise — of  being  called  by  death,  from  this  amu- 
sing world,  to  the  world  of  the  most  awTful  realities. 
The  wheels  of  time  continually  roll  on.  They  are 
not  in  the  least  retarded  by  the  vanity,  stupidity,  and 
wickedness  of  the  most  thoughtless  and  secure. — 
Death  may  the  next  moment  cut  the  thread  of  life, 
put  a  final  period  to  the  probationary  state,  and  place 
the  presumptuous  transgressors,  where  they  will  have 
eternally  to  lament  the  harvest  is  past,  and  the  sum- 
mer is  over  and  gone,  and  they  are  not  saved* 
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H  time  is  short,  we  may  farther  infer,  the  great 
Weakness  and  wickedness  of  those,  who  are  over  ela- 
ted with  prosperity,  or  depressed  with  adversity. 

Present  circumstances,  whether  prosperous  or  ad~ 
verse,  will  soon  change.  Present  enjoyments,  and 
the  dearest  earthly  connections,  may  all  soon  be  left. 
And  to  the  wicked  they  may  be  as  it  were  forgotten 
in  the  miseries  of  eternity.  Or  rather  they  may  be 
remembered  to  give  the  keener  edge  to  their  misery. 

The  most  painful  situation  in  this  world  may  like- 
wise soon  be  left ;  and  by  the  righteous  be  as  it 
were  forgotten,  in  the  uninterrupted  joys  of  Paradise, 
Or  rather  be  remembered  to  increase  the  felicity 
thereof.  We  know  from  the  divine  testimony,  that 
the  light  afflictions  of  the  righteous,  which  are  but  for 
a  moment,  zvork  out  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

If  the  foregoing  things  are  true,  what  can  be  more 
inconsiderate,  than  to  think  much  of  the  pleasures, 
or  pains  of  time  ?  What  are  they  to  those  who  are 
soon  to  have,  either  never  ending  pleasure,  or  pain  ? 

Does  it  become  any,  when  the  world  smiles,  to 
imitate  the  rich  worldling  in  the  gospel,  who  said  to 
his  soul,  soul,  thou  hast  goods  laid  up  for  many  years, 
take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry.  Or  in  the 
time  of  adversity  to  say,  with  Micah,  ye  have  taken 
away  my  Gods,  and  what  have  I  left?  Does  it  not 
much  rather  become  all  to  say,  the  Lord  reigns-*-thy 
will  be  done  ;  even  to  say  with  Job,  though  he  slay 
me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him. 

If  time  is  short,  it  may  with  the  greatest  propri- 


15 

ety  be  remarked,  that  it  is  of  everlasting  importance 
for  us  to  enquire,  what  our  situation  will  be  when 
we  shall  have  done  with  it. 

Where  are  we  going  ? — How  are  we  to  be  em- 
ployed ? — What  is  to  be  our  support. 

The  unjust  steward,  when  he  expected  to  be  put 
out  of  his  stewardship,  enquired,  what  shall  I  do  ? 
Have  not  we  infinitely  more  reason  to  enquire, 
what  shall  we  do  ?  Have  we  any  provision  made  for 
our  precious,  never  dying  souls,  when  we  shall  be 
called  to  leave  time,  and  enter  into  the  eternal  world  ? 
Have  we  secured  a  title  to  those  mansions,  Christ 
has  gone  to  prepare  for  those  who  love  him?  Those 
who  have,  may  be  hailed  as  happy. — Nothing  can 
harm  them  ;  all  things  are  theirs,  life  or  death,  or 
things  present,  or  things  to  come ;  all  are  theirs. 
And  they  are  Christ's  ;  and  Christ  is  God's.  But 
those  who  have  not  made  provision  for  eternity,  by 
the  exercise  of  that  charity,  or  love,  which  seeketh 
not  her  own,  and  that  faith  which  meeteth  the  promis- 
es of  God,  are  in  the  most  alarming  situation.  Let 
them  instantly  awake  to  righteousness  and  sin  not, 
The  time  is  short.  This  is  not  only  declared  in 
our  text,  but  verified  in  the  providence  of  God. 

The  providence,  which  has  called  so  many  togeth- 
er, is  calculated  to  call  up  the  attention  of  us  all,  to 
a  wise  improvement  of  time  ;  but,  especially,  of  my 
Christian  friend  and  brother,  who  at  so  early  a  period 
of  life,  is  bereaved  of  his  bosom  friend. 

This  large  assembly,  which  give  such  full  evidence 
of  their  taking  a  part  in  his  sorrow,  will  indulge  their 
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patience,  whilst  a  lew  things  are  said,  not  to  instruct 
him,  but  to  call  to  his  remembrance  the  things, 
which,  no  doubt,  he  has  often  said  to  others,  under 
similar  circumstances. 

You  are  now,  my  brother,  in  the  furnace  of  afflic- 
tion. The  chastening,  you  are  enduring  from  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  is  exceedingly  painful.  You  will 
do  well,  nevertheless,  to  remember,  "  that  he  does 
not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men." 
-—The  pain  you  feel  is  the  proper  fruit  of  sin.  This, 
however,  is  no  evidence,  that  you  are  a  sinner 
above  others. — "  For  whom  the  Lordlovethhe  chas- 
tiseth,  and  scourgeth  every  sonwhomhereceiveth." 

My  brother,  "  Despise  not  the  chastening  of  the 
Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him  :— 
But  let  patience  have  its  perfect  work,  that  you  may 
be  perfect  and  entire  wanting  nothing." 

Your  affliction  is  great.  Your  friends  realize  it, 
and  sympathize  with  you.  Your  pious  friends  bear 
you  in  their  prayers,  to  the  throne  of  divine  grace, 
and  ardently  wish,  you  may  have  beauty  for  ashes  y 
the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praise  for 
the  spirit  of  heaviness. 

You  have  enjoyed  a  very  amiable  wife.  Her 
Christian  graces,  and  other  accomplishments,  are  too 
well  known,  to  receive  any  advantage,  by  panegyriz- 
ing, upon  this  mournful  occasion. 

The  tribute  of  respect,  this  day  paid  to  her  memo- 
ry, is  a  striking  evidence  of  the  high  estimation,  in 
which  she  was  held. 

The  yoke  fellow  of  your  youth  was  truly  desira- 
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ble>  but  she  is  gone  !  Gone  to  the  world  of  spirits  !* 
What  is  done,  the  Lord  hath  done.  Hear  his  voice, 
he  says  ;  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God. — In  this 
trial  of  your  faith  and  patience  act  like  a  Christian. 
Be  an  example  to  your  flock. 

Whilst  you  reflect,  my  dear  brother,  upon  your 
mournful  situation  and  the  affecting  state  of  your  off- 
spring,  be  not  overcome  with  grief.  You  believe  in 
God,  You  believe  also  in  Christ — Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled.  What  he  does,  "  you  know  not  now, 
but  you  shall  know  hereafter." 

Your  house  is  not  as  you  could  wish,  but  you 
hope,  God  hath  established  with  you  an  everlasting 
covenant  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure :  this  ought  to 
be.  all  your  salvation  and  all  your  desire — You  ought 
to  say,  with  Habakkuk  :  "  Although  the  figtree  shall 
not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the 
labour  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the  field  shall  yield 

*  Mrs.  Williams  was,  not  only,  very  comely  in  her  person,  graceful 
in  her  manners,  possessed  of  a  sprightly  mind,  improved  by  education, 
but,  what  far  surpassed  them  all,  of  that  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  entitles 
her,  by  divine  promise,  to  praise,  though  her  beauty,  has  early  faded,  and 
her  eyes  are  closed  in  death  !     Pro  v.  xxxi.  30. 

She  lived  beloved,  and  died  lamented.  f 

She  has  had  seven  children.  Six  of  them  survive  her.  Five  sons  and 
a  daughter.     The  youngest  child  is  a  son  only  a  fortnight  old. 

Mrs.  Williams  was  constitutionally  of  very  delicate  frame,  and  has 
appeared  to  have  very  threatening  symptoms  attending  her,  for  more 
than  a  twelvemonth  past :  but  after  her  late  confinement,  she  was  very 
comfortable  for  several  days.  The  expectations  of  her  friends  were 
raised;  but  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  paralytic  affection— and 
cramp  convulsions,  the  time  of  her  departure  had  come,  nature  gave  way, 
and  her  soul  took  its  flight  to  the  invisible  world,  September  13,  1815, 
age4.35. 
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no  meat,  the  flock  shall  be  cut  oft  trom  the  fold,  and 
there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stall ;  yet  I  will  rejoice 
in  the  Lord,  and  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation.'' 

God,  in  whom  you  profess  to  believe,  governs  the 
world. — He  is  able  to  take  care  of  you,  in  your  wi- 
dowed state — to  guide,  support,  and  bless,  both  you, 
and  your  motherless  children. 

You  need  be  anxious  for  nothing,  but  to  know 
and  serve  the  Lord.— His  will  is  done. — The  good 
of  the  universe,  and  your  own  good,  if  you  are  a 
Christian,  required  that  you  should  drink  this 
draught  of  sorrow  ! — But  the  time  is  short.  You 
will  have  but  a  little  time  to  mourn  the  absence  of 
your  dear  friend,  and  to  guide  your  rising  offspring 
alone. 

The  sore  bereavement  you  sustain  ought  not  to 
unfit  you  for  duty,  but  to  wean  you  from  this  delu- 
sory world,  to  make  you  more  careful,  to  maintain 
communion  with  God,  to  be  a  good  parent,  a  sincere 
friend,  a  zealous  Christian,  and  a  faithful  minister. 
Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not,  commune  with  your  own 
heart  upon  your  bed  and  be  stilL 

Train  up  your  children  for  God — Lead  your  peo- 
ple in  the  way  of  righteousness — Breathe  the  spirit, 
and  maintain  the  practice  of  piety,  before  all  men. 

You  do  not,  in  your  affliction,  mourn  as  those  who 
mourn  without  hope.  You  trust  that  your  loss  is  the 
unspeakable  gain,  of  your  dear  departed  friend,  and 
that  you  shall,  eventually,  meet  her,  in  that  world, 
where  every  tear  shall  be  xviped  away,  and  weary 
souls  befortver  at  rest. 


May  the  God  of  all  consolation  comfort  you? 
heart,  and  the  hearts  of  the  whole  circle  of  mourning 
friends,  who  are  now  mingling  their  tears  with  yours. 
May  he  guide  you  and  them  through  the  remainder 
of  your  pilgrimage  on  earth,  support  you  all  under 
every  trial,  conduct  you  safely  through  the  grave,, 
and  eventually  crown  you  with  honour,  immortality, 
eternal  life. 

The  late  bereavement  calls,  likewise,  upon  the 
church  of  Christ  in  this  place,  to  realize  that  the  time 
is  short — to  make  this  prayer  :  "  So  teach  us  to  num- 
ber our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto 
wisdom." 

It  becomes  you,  to  bear  a  part  in  the  sorrow  of 
your  Pastor.— Whilst  you  endeavour,  in  this  way, 
to  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ,  you  will  do  well  to  realize 
that  you  have  yourselves,  lost  a  dear  Christian  Jriend. 
i — There  is  a  breach  made  in  your  Christian  society. 
You  have  one  the  less  to  exemplify  religion,  by  a  pi- 
ous conversation  and  holy  walk,  before  an  ungodly 
world.  Her  removal  ought  not  to  check  your  zeal 
for  God,  but  to  influence  you,  to  double  your  dili- 
gence, in  promoting  experimental  and  practical 
godliness. 

If  the  time  is  short,  all  that  you  have  to  do  for 
Christ,  you  must  do  with  your  might.  You  are 
rapidly  following  your  dear  sister  to  the  grave,  in 
which,  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge, 
nor  wisdom. 

Be  persuaded  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind, 
and  to  be  strong  in  the  Lord — Glory  in  the  cross  of 
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Christ — Fight   the  good  fight  of  faith — Lay  fast 
hold  of  eternal  life. 

All  persons  present — of  every  age  and  character, 
are  admonished,  by  this  providence,  that  the  time  is 
short.  It  becomes  those,  who  have  wives  to  be  as 
though  they  had  none,  and  they  that  weep  as  though 
they  wept  not,  and  they  that  rejoice  as  though  they 
rejoiced  not,  and  they  that  buy  as  though  they  pos- 
sessed, not,  and  they  that  use  this  xvorld  as  not  abu- 
sing it ;  for  the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away. 

We  now  have  health  and  activity  ;  the  grave,  nev- 
ertheless, is  our  home.  It  is  appointed  for  all  men 
once  to  die.  Each  one,  however  healthy  and  active, 
should  say  to  corruption,  thou  art  my  father,  to  the 
worm,  thou  art  my  mother  and  my  sister.  Die  we 
must !  There  is  no  discharge  in  that  war.  There 
is  no  possibility  of  an  escape.  It  is  best  to  be  ready. 
To  delay  is  infinitely  criminal  and  hazardous.  We 
have  not  only  to  die,  but  after  death  comes  the  judg- 
ment. But  if  we  had  never  to  die,  it  would  be  best 
to  be  good.  Holiness  tends  to  happiness.  Let  all 
be  holy  and  take  refuge  under  the  wings  of  Christ. 
He  is  the  end  oj  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every 
one  that  believeth. 

Let  us  be  his  meek,  patient,  and  zealous  followers, 
then,  though  we  may  presently  fall  victims  to  the 
great  conquerer,  we  shall  eventually  triumph  over 
him,  as  the  last  enemy,  and  hear  that  blessed  hujah 
well  done,  good and  faith ful  servants,  enter  ye  into  the 
joy  of  your  Lord/— AMEN. 


